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THE RICHLAND COUNTY JUNIOR FAIR COURT was chosen during the fair last week. Westen Reh-
berg and Kaley Bowman were crowned as the 2026 king and queen. Other court members are First
Runners-Up Carson Secriskey and Abigail Secriskey. Pictured with the court are Ohio Fair Queen
Edith Solet and the Belmont County Fair Queen First Runner-up.

Mansfield Fire Museum hosts national seminar

By Traci Litt;e

Mansfield’s firefighting history is filled with sto-
ries of courage, tragedy and service — and earlier
this week, those stories took center stage as fire
museum curators from across North America gath-
ered for a four-day celebration of preserving the
history of the fire service.

From Aug. 16-19, fire museum curators and
history enthusiasts from across the United States
and Canada gathered in Mansfield for the 35th an-
niversary National Fire Museum Network Semi-
nar, hosted by the Mansfield Fire Museum.

For Mansfield Fire Museum President Verne
Bickers, bringing the milestone event to the city
was both an honor and an opportunity.

“Not only are we honored to host the 35th an-
niversary, but we hope it will be the biggest one
yet,” Bickers said.

The National Fire Museum Network rotates its
annual seminar among fire museums throughout

Nationally Recognized
Care, Close to Home

AT UH SAMARITAN
MEDICAL CENTER IN ASHLAND

the country, giving those responsible for preserv-
ing fire-service history an opportunity to share
ideas, learn from one another and explore new
ways to care for the collections entrusted to them.

The Mid-Ohio Conference Center served as the
primary location for presentations and program-
ming, while the Mansfield Fire Museum provided
meals and meeting space.

But the museum itself was much more than a
backdrop for the gathering.

Its collection tells stories that stretch far beyond
Mansfield, including artifacts that are rare — and
in some cases one-of-a-kind.

Among them is one of only two retired original
Smokey Bear suits. Once a Smokey Bear suit is re-
tired, forestry service rules prohibit it from being
worn again; otherwise, it must be destroyed.

The museum also houses a ladder truck con-
taining the one-millionth Detroit diesel engine ever

(Continued on Page 6)

Flooding
cancels
Lex festival

It has been announced that
the 2026 Lexington Blueber-
ry Festival, scheduled for Aug.
20-23, has been canceled due to
flooding and unsafe conditions
at Lexington Community Park.

After evaluation of conditions
in the park, the City of Lexing-
ton and the festival committee
decided that the festival cannot
proceed in the park due to safety
concerns.

Although the festival itself has
been canceled, several Lexing-
ton Blueberry Festival traditions
will still take place.

The 2026 Miss Blueberry Pag-
eant crownings will be held
Thursday evening, Aug. 20, at
Heartland Church, 2505 S. Lex-
ington-Springmill Rd., in Lex-
ington at 6:30 pm.

The event will officially wel-
come the new 2026 Miss Blue-
berry title holders.

The 9th Annual Queen’s Lun-
cheon will still take place on
Sunday morning, Aug. 23, at
The Blueberry Patch. This spe-
cial tradition celebrates with the
newly crowned 2026 Miss Blue-
berry title holders and invited
guests. Please note that this is a
ticketed event.

The Sunday Funday Parade
will be held Sunday, Aug. 23, at
2 pm.

The community is invited to
come out and line the parade
route in support of the festival,
contestants and volunteers.

Next year the festival will re-
turn as it celebrates its 25th an-
niversary.
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A Boo Review
By Amanda Belczak

Sanity
s
subjective.

Mad Mabel by Sally Hepworth
is spectacular. It was like the fe-
male version of A Man Called Ove.

Elsie is an older lady who
minds her own business and
doesn’t bother her neighbors.
When word gets out about her
past, the questions and media at-
tention thrust her and the read-
er back into the stories of her
childhood when everyone knew
her as a murderer. But of course,
nothing is as it seems.

This story is funny with lov-
able characters who get to re-
claim their lives and the stories
that have been told. I absolutely
loved it. Sally Hepworth books
never disappoint.

My rating:
Follow my blog at amanda-
belczak.com

Richland Gives
registration
is now open

Registration for  Richland
Gives, an online giving event
hosted by the Richland County
Foundation (RCF), opens August
1. It is free, however, Richland
County based nonprofits must
register each year.

Thanks to the generosity of
RCF donors, $80,000 in incen-
tives will be awarded as grants
to participating organizations,
beyond what they raise from on-
line donations.

Richland Gives is designed
to encourage people to contrib-
ute to local nonprofits they care
about through a single giving
website.

The Foundation hosts the day
to build capacity, grow philan-
thropy and make the communi-
ty stronger.

Each organization will have
an individualized web page to
promote their cause. The success
of the event will depend on our
collective enthusiasm and imple-
mentation.

Leading up to the event, an
online toolkit, education, mass
media and social media cover-
age are provided to make it easi-
er for nonprofit organizations to
participate.

The Richland Gives donation
period is from Monday, Nov. 16
at 7 am through Tuesday, Dec. 1
at 7 pm.

For more details or to donate
go to richlandgives.org.
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HE ENTERTAINMENT

EXAMINER
— By Ian Stumbo —

The T.S.ILA. (Third Saturday
in August) Comedy Club re-
turned for its 39th year at the Re-
naissance Theater in Mansfield,
Ohio. This is one of the better
years in recent memory as all
three comedians brought some-
thing different but they all three
provided huge laughs.

The opener was Josh Sneed, a
Cincinnati based comedian who
had a sort of dry delivery but
very funny matrerial. He opened
with a bit about touring a jelly
bean factory on his own to very
funny observations about things
people say and conversations
with his wife.

The second comedian was
Andy Pitz from Buffalo, New
York. Pitz was a more physical
comedian and really worked the
stage.

His bit about unnecessary sig-

nage in shops and day-to-day
life was very good. He was my
least favorite of the three, but
still a great comedian.

The headliner Don Gavin was
absolutely memorable and sim-
ply hilarious. He had a rapid fire
approach. He was an older man
and sat in a chair for most of his
set, though that never stopped
him from delivering one zinger
after another. He kept the audi-
ence laughing from the first joke.
He is known as the Godfather of
Boston comedy and he had such
a diverse set, he is a comedian
that has to be seen. Gavin is a
fantastic, seasoned comic.

Thank you as always to Sam
and Janet Vancura for a great
evening of comedy. This was
a very memorable year for the
T.S.I.LA. and I am looking for-
ward to the 40th.
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SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT welcomed new
full-time firefighters Lucas Morton, AJ Fonner and Cara Kelly. A
swearing-in ceremony was held Aug. 7.
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News Briefs

State Route 314, just north of Millsboro
Road, will close Monday, Aug. 24 for a cul-
vert replacement.

The detour route will be SR 314 south to
SR 309 west to SR 61/SR 309 in Galion to SR
97 east to SR 314 and reverse.

The estimated completion is Friday, Sept. 4.

*

A town hall meeting regarding funding
Ohio’s public schools and how vouchers
impact public school funding. will be held
Thursday Sept. 17, at 6 pm at the Ontario li-
brary, 2221 Village Mall Dr., Ontario.

The event is sponsored by Richland Coun-
ty Democratic Women’s Caucus. For more
information call or text 419-589-2947.

*

The City of Ontario’s 2026 Concerts in the
Park continues to be held at the band shell
in Marshall Park at 6 pm. The last remaining
concert is scheduled for Aug. 25 with the
Red Ball Jets. This is event is free to atttend.
Lawn chairs and blankets are encouraged.

*

Mechanics Bank will host Live@Lunch
performances in the downtown Mansfield
courtyard, 2 S. Main St., all summer long,
from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm. Food trucks will
also be available.

Upcoming performers and food trucks
include Aug. 21, Jevan Cole, On the Rise
BBQ; Sept. 11, SHaK, The Back Porch Food
Co.; and Sept. 18, Tom’s Kitchen Table, Cub
Country. The courtyard is open every Friday
over lunch.

*

The Lexington Area Senior Citizens Inc.,
invites those 55 and older to attend meet-
ings the third Wednesday of every month at
11:30 am at Der Dutchman, Rt. 97, Bellville.
Cost is $17 for the meal, with an additional
$2 for pie.

The next meal will be Sept. 16. The Man-
sfield Dulcimer Players will perform and
there will be a collection for the Richland
County Humane Society. Those attending are
asked to bring paper towels, cleaning sup-
plies, newspapers, wipes, disposable gloves,
canned food and Purina Cat/Dog Chow.

The group will gather for lunch on Spet.
2, at 11 am at El Campesino in Ontario.

For information visit the Facebook page
at Lexington Area Senior Citizens (LASC).
Dues are $10 per year.

Trinity Grace Fellowship, 1592 Grace St.,
Mansfield, will hold its annual rummage
sale Sept. 30 through Oct. 3.

The sale will be open 4-7 pm on Sept. 30,
9amto 7 pmon Oct. 1,9 am to 2 pm on Oct.
2 and 9 am to noon on Oct. 3. The kitchen
will be open 4-7 pm on Sept. 30 and from 10
am to sale closing time the remianing days.

*

A recycling trailer will be in the park-
ing lot at Ontario United Methodist Church,
3540 Park Avenue West, Aug. 29 and 30. Ac-
ceptable items include steel and aluminum
cans, crushed milk jugs, detergent bottles,
plastic bottles with number 1 or 2 on the

bottom, broken down cardboard, all papers

included with the newspaper but no oth-

er magazines or paper. Please remove caps

from bottles and rinse all containers well.
*

All Souls Unitarian Universalist of Bell-
ville, 25 Church St., Bellville, will welcome
Rev. Dr. Elaine Strawn on Sunday, Aug. 23,
at 10:30 am. The subject will be “Don’t Just
Do Something...Stand There!” For informa-
tion visit www.allsoulsuuohio.org.

First English Lutheran Church, 53 Park
Avenue West will be offering senior boxes of
non perishable food provided by the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank from 10 am to 12 pm
or until supplies run out.

This comes with a 30 Ib. box of non-per-
ishable food and a two Ib. box of cheese.
These items are free to those who qualify
by age (60+) and low income guidelines.
Recipients must have at least one person
age 60 or older in the household. The min-
imum income begins at $1,995 per month
for a one-person household. These items
are available on the fourth Tuesday of each
month, year round. The distribution is held
in the South Mulberry Street parking lot.
The next distribution is Tuesday, Aug. 25.

*

Ontario Youth Sports is hosting pickle-
ball games each Thursday night in August
from 6-8 pm at Stowell Park, Ferguson Rd,
in Ontario. The games are open to commu-
nity members.

*

To submit a news brief item send an email
with information to news@tribune-courier.
com.

DAR chapter will
host traveling exhibit

As part of the America 250 Celebration,
the Jared Mansfield Chapter, Daughters of
the American Revolution, are hosting the
American Revolution Experience Travel-
ing Exhibit at the Samuel D. Isaly Library
of the Ohio Genealogical Society, 611 St. Rt.
97 West, Bellville, from Aug. 18-28 from
10 am to 4 pm and from Aug. 29-Sept. 5
during regular library hours at the Mans-
field-Richland County Public Library, 43 W.
Third St., Mansfield.

This exhibit is a collaborative project of
the American Battlefield Trust and the Na-
tional Society Daughters of the American
Revolution.

To add to the fun of the America 250 Cel-
ebration, Richland County Genealogical So-
ciety members will be giving presentations
on various historical and genealogical top-
ics at 2 pm on the dates listed below. The
presentations are free and open to the pub-
lic.

Wednesday, Aug. 19, Sunda Peters, Post-
cards of Richland County

Thursday, Aug. 20, Linda Collins, Begin-
ning Genealogy

Friday, Aug. 21 Jack Johnson, Accoutre-
ments and Clothing of the Early War Militia

Saturday, Aug. 22, Sunda Peters, Mans-
field Blockhouse Reconstruction

Tuesday, Aug. 25, Linda Collins, AI and
Genealogy

Wednesday, Aug. 26, Sunda Peters,
Climbing the Family Tree

Thursday, Aug. 27, Linda Collins, Dreams
of Revolution in Philadelphia 1777-"78

Friday, Aug. 28, Sunda Peters, Richland
County History

Questions can be directed to Sunda1960@

EfLE Scan to Subscribe to the FREE Weekly Issue
Or Visit http://eepurl.com/hnSIN9

SILVER BIRCH

OF MANSFIELD

Affordable Assisted Living For Seniors 55+

Silver Birch of Mansfield is proud to be the first fully Medicaid
Waiver eligible Assisted Living community in Richland County!

NOW LEASING!

(419) 709-8400

www.silverbirchliving.com | 300 Cline Avenue, Mansfield, OH 44907
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Galion library’s Miss Nancy and Waddles will entertain children with new book

Local author “Miss Nancy” Foss and her trusted friend and goose at lulu.com/shop to bring in for signing. Refreshments will also be
puppet, “Waddles” will be reading her recently published book provided.

Toast and Jam at the Library to the children and signing books at Reservations are not necessary but seating is limited. Call the
the Galion Public Library community room at 11 am on Saturday, Galion library for more information at 419-468-3203.
Sept. 12. Foss has been a Children’s Librarian at Galion Public Library since

This event is free and open to the public. Miss Nancy has also 2015. Foss also illustrates her books herself.

written a second book, Caution! Goose Inside!
These books are available for purchasing before this event online

(hrch [ oreiliny

All Souls Unitarian Universalist
25 Church St., Bellville
419-886-3497  www.allsoulsuuohio.org
10:30 am Service and Sunday School
Adult RE Book Club (quarterly)

First Congregational Church
640 Millsboro Rd., Mansfield
419-756-3046  www.mansfieldfcc.com
Pastor Brad Bunn
8:30 am Chapel © 10:30 am Sanctuary
10:30 am Sunday School (nursery-high school)
10 am Monday Morning Bible Study

Lexington Church of the Cross
236 Otterbein Dr., Lexington
419-884-2150 e Churchofthecrosslex.com
Pastor-Rev. Dr. Edna Stahl
Sunday Worship 9:30 am
Junior Church for 10 and under ¢ Wesley Class 10:45
5th Sunday of the month-Do Something Sunday AA, Girl Scouts,
Yoga, Knotty Ladies and Bible Study.

Ontario United Methodist Church
3540 Park Avenue West., Ontario
419-529-4345 e ontarioumc.com

Rev. J.P. Snyder
9:30 am Grace & Eggs
11 am Sunday Worship and Kingdom Kids

St. John's United Church of Christ
2010 Park Avenue West, Mansfield
(At Hope Lutheran Next to Drug Mart)
419-522-2813 ¢ www.stjohnsmansfield.org
contact@stjohnmansfield.org
Pastor Faith Proietti ® 11 am Sunday Worship
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9 am to 1 pm
AA Meetings M & F 10 am & noon;
Wed. noon Brown Bag and Sat. 6 pm

Trinity Grace Fellowship
1592 Grace St., Mansfield
419-589-5890 e trinitygracefellowship.org
Pastor Larry Carnes
9:30 am Sunday Worship 11 am Sunday School
Bible Study Mondays 2 pm

G & M Body & Paint Shop
1689 West Fourth St., Ontario ® 419-529-2747

Wappner Funeral Home
Mansfield  Ontario ® Ashland * 419-522-5211

Obituary Listings for
Wappner Funeral Directors

Audrey Bernice Porter-Thacker, August 8
Ernest Atkins, August 9

Josef Gerich, August 9

Wendy Jo Wells, August 9

Wanda G. Martin, August 10

Carmela Celeste Lawrence, August 12
Patsy Delores (Quinn) Secrist, August 12
Michael Albert Young, August 12
Darrin Glenn Marsh, Augst 13
Dorothy Joan Duckworth, August 15
View Full Obituaries at www.dignitymemorial.com

Our Family Serving Your Family for
Five Generations Since 1872

WAPPNER

Funeral Directors & Crematory

Three Locations to Serve You
Mansfield « 98 South Diamond St. « 419-522-5211
Ontario 100 S. Lexington-Springmill Rd. « 419-529-2323
Ashland . 308 Claremont Avenue « 419-289-1552

www.wappner.com
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Ontario Schools ready for students’ return

The Ontario Board of Education held its organizational and regu-
lar meetings on Aug. 11.

The board recognized Kennedy Sapp who won first place and Ry-
chel Rehberg who won second place at the national FCCLA Leader-
ship competition.

A new community tax policy and permanent appropriations for
the 2026-"27 school year, July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027, were
approved. The financial forecast, 2026-’27 Spending Plan (monthly
budget) and three-year agreement with Ontario Federation of Teach-
ers were approved.

An amendment was made to the superintendent contract for the
2026-"27 school year and a five-year contract for Keith Strickler as
superintendent, effective August 1, 2027 through July 31, 2032, was
approved.

The board also approved the Preschool Compliance and Program
Improvement Special Project and the 2026-"27 salary notice for cer-
tificated staff personnel.

Jessica Lambert resigned as a bus driver.

Employment was granted to Kathryn Riley, Stingel Playground
Aide, $5,629; and Sarah Woodruff, Stingel Playground Aide, $5,629

Marlene Garber was hired as a substitute secretary.

Certificated substitute teachers hired for the 2026-’27 school
year include Marlene Garber, high school every day substitute; Ma-
ya Reeder, Stingel every day substitute; and Joshua Carpenter, high
school long-term substitute to cover Meghan Willeke’s maternity
leave at a rate of $200 per day. Upon the conclusion of the maternity
leave assignment, compensation will revert to the regular substitute
teacher daily rate as an everyday substitute.

The board approved the employment of student teacher Jill Taylor
as a middle school intervention teacher at substitute pay until she
graduates and receives a teaching degree, which at that time she will
be placed on a BA, Step 0.

The transportation contract with Heather Ball was approved to
provide transportation for her children.

Employment of extracurricular/supplemental staff personnel for
the 2025-°26 includes Bruno Vargas, volunteer boys soccer coach,
$0; Dalton Daniel, fall strength coach, $2,848.50; Dalton Daniel,
winter/spring strength coach, $5,697; Brady Fletcher, OMS Fall ac-
tivity coordinator, 2 sharing 1 stipend, $1,147.50; Jaidyn Jordan,
Varsity assistant volleyball coach, $3,503; Mikaela Guegold, eighth
grade volleyball coach, $2,295; Rachel Lane, JV volleyball coach,
$3,503; Ed Cotter, OMS football coach, 6 sharing 4 stipends, $3,224;
Ryan Sowards, OMS football coach, 6 sharing 4 stipends, $3,257;
Dale Stevens, freshman football coach, 3 sharing 2 stipends, $3,555;
Jared Hamm, OHS volunteer football coach, $0; Jacob Dennison,
OHS volunteer football coach, $0; Tyler Sipes, OHS volunteer foot-
ball coach, $0; Jaylon Scott, OHS volunteer football coach, $0; Mark
Genders, OHS varsity football assistant coach, 2 sharing 1 stipend,
$2,848.50; Kevin Click, OHS varsity football assistant coach, 2 shar-
ing 1 stipend, $2,848.50; and Kim Nething, OMS cross country
coach, 2 sharing 1 stipend, $1,147.50.

The board approved Title 1 Reading Teachers at a $25 hourly rate

for the 2026-’27 school year. These were Doreen Givens, Paulette
Huber, Jennifer Jarvis and Susan Kurtzman

The board approved overseeing school district concession opera-
tions during the 2026-’27 school year.

Grants coming from the Richland County Foundation were Culi-
nary Arts and History for Danielle Basham, $1,500; Chick Quest for
Holly Hale, $568; and Life Stories for Kellie Ritchey, $1,403.

Pat Duffner was approved to act as the superintendent’s desig-
nee for district transportation purposes as well as determining the
location of school bus stops and relocating the bus stops during the
2026-"27 school year.

A $50 stipend was approved for personnel for attending the new
teacher orientation on Thursday, Aug. 13. Recipients of the stipend
include Sally Carsner, Emily Clevenger, Brittany Farley, Anthony
Harkness, Jordain Jones, Emma Maguire and Jill Taylor.

A donation of a combination air hockey and ping pong table was
given by Dr. Brian and Heidi Zimmerman and the Gorman-Rupp
Company donated $350 for Ontario High School student activities.

Mrs. Hiner and Mr. Strickler gave the Legislative Liaison Report.

The board of education then entered into an executive session.

The next regular meeting will be held on Sept. 8.

Clear Fork Gorge State Nature Preserve
Photo By Mark Shutt

WALK 2026 Walk To End Alzheimer’s NCO/Mansfield

ZEND
ALZHEIMER'S

ALZHEMER'S ') ASSOCIATION' . [

SAVE THE DATE - NEW LOCATION at the Mansfield Speedway Saturday September 19

=

A

Mansfield Speedway: 400 Crall Rd E, Mansfield
Event Details : Check in 9:00 am [ Ceremony 10 am / Walk at 10:20 am
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eMansfield Fire Museum hosts national seminar

(Continued from Front Page)
produced.

Another Mansfield fire truck carries a connection to one of the most
tragic moments in aviation history. It was the first truck to arrive at
the scene of the 1987 crash of Northwest Airlines Flight 255 in De-
troit. Its captain rescued the crash’s only survivor, a 4-year-old girl.

And then there are the pieces of Mansfield’s own fire history.

The museum preserves the story of generations of firefighters who
answered calls throughout the city—including those who battled the
devastating February 1944 downtown fire that destroyed two land-
mark buildings on the Public Square and permanently altered Man-
sfield’s Park Street skyline.

Those stories are part of the reason museums like Mansfield’s
matter. Fire museums don’t simply preserve old trucks, uniforms
and equipment. They preserve the people, emergencies and mo-
ments that shaped communities.

The seminar gave attendees an opportunity to see that mission
firsthand.

Participants traveled to the Central Ohio Fire Museum in Colum-
bus and the Ohio State Reformatory, experiencing two very different
examples of historic preservation and museum operations.

At the reformatory, attendees had lunch in the prison commissary,
where Jerry Miller, president of the North Central Ohio Industrial Mu-
seum, discussed the effort to establish the industrial museum and
how its mission connects with the broader work of preserving history.

The seminar also brought several memorable moments to the
Mansfield community.

On Sunday afternoon, Smokey Bear greeted participants outside
the Mansfield Fire Museum with a “Welcome to Mansfield” sign.

Opening remarks followed Monday morning, when Mansfield
Mayor Jody Perry and Fire Chief Dan Crow welcomed attendees at
the Mid-Ohio Conference Center.

The seminar concluded Wednesday morning at the Ohio State
Reformatory with a group photograph. Two ladder trucks were posi-
tioned in front of the historic prison with a large American flag sus-
pended between them. Attendees also signed a banner that will even-
tually become a permanent exhibit at the Mansfield Fire Museum.

It was a fitting conclusion for a gathering centered on remembering.

For 35 years, the National Fire Museum Network Seminar has
brought together people dedicated to making sure the history of the
fire service is not lost. This year, that mission came to Mansfield—a
city with its own deep firefighting history and a museum uniquely
equipped to tell those stories.

For a few days in August, the stories preserved inside Mansfield’s
fire museum became part of a much larger national conversation
about the importance of remembering where the fire service has
been, the people who served, and the history that continues to shape
the communities they protected.

bt

Photos By Traci Little
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Families donate new aluminum ram to Madison

The Madison Local Schools Board of Education met Aug. 12, in
the Madison Middle School Auditeria

Kathleen Jansen was recognized for her retirement and Madison
Adult Career Center’s Sonja Pluck gave a presentation.

A $2,000 donation was accepted from VFW 9943 for the Rams
Care Closet. A donation also came from the Pore/Neron families for
a new cast aluminum ram with new concrete work, to be placed at
Ram Field. The donation is valued at $4,750.

The monthly financial report, permanent appropriations for FY27,
student activity budgets for FY27 and fall submission of the Finan-
cial Forecast for FY27 were all approved.

A requisition for NEONet services in the amount of $186,777.51
was approved.

Five grants came from the Richland County Foundation for
Connie Fitzpatrick, Oral Language and Fine Motor Improvement,
$367.89; Craig Green, The Words and the Song, $1,053.11; Janell
Kershner, Science Exploration and Hands-On Multisensory Phonics,
$1,478.79; Megan Studer, Fresh Prints of Madison Screen Printing
znd Business Lab, $1,500; and Dorothy Traynor, Number Fluency,

1,494.

A bid was accepted from Ambrose Asphalt, Inc. for the MECLC
parking lot project. The cost of the project is $121,700 to be paid out
of Madison Early Childhood Learning Center funds.

Ryan MacCredie resigned as the high school art teacher.

Hirings for the upcoming school year include Teyron Canty, high
school social studies; and Brianna Korbas, middle school interven-
tion specialist - part time.

Supplemental contracts for the 2026-"27 school year were award-
ed to Lila Wolfe, band director assistant; Neely Burkholder, junior
class advisor; and Megan Studer, BPA advisor

Amanda Bogue was hired for MACC Dental Asswtlng

Substitute teachers hired on an “on call” basis, as needed for the
2026-"27 school year include Shelly Adams, Nathan Batchelor, Beth
Behrendsen, Jenna Boliantz, Martin Breitinger, Amy Brown, Mari-
lyn Burchett, Jennifer (Stancato) Buzzard, Tosha Cameron, Bethany
Cetinich (long term sub middle school intervention specialist), Wil-
liam Chinn, Heather Cockley, Laura Collins, Tammy Cook, Laurie
Dean, Susan Deel, Bruce Desterhaft, John Desterhaft, Angela Dev-
aney, Janeille Ditlevson, Jennifer Drake (long term sub intermedi-
ate intervention specialist cross-categorical ED), Gabriel Eckstein,
Kate Fazzini, Sidney Foltz III, David Gilbert, Logan Gray, Jessica
Harris, Rachel Hilson, Laura Johnson, Jenny Jones, Diana Kelley,
William Kepple, Maleah Kern, Debra Kuhn, Daniel Lashley (long
term sub primary intervention specialist cross-categorial ED), Say-
lor Lee-VanAuker (long term sub intermediate art teacher), Pame-
la Lehnhart, Lauren McCarron, Paige McCaslin, Kerry Montgomery,
Whitley Morgan, Timothy Parsons, Amanda Pifher, Amanda Rader,
Paige Ray, Laura Rickert (long term sub 7th/8th grade STEM teach-
er), Karl Schuster, Tabytha Sidders, Grayce Snavely, Dennis Snelson,
Peggy Stigall, Joseph Stupka, Nathan Tarr, Kimberly Thompson-Bar-
ley, Daniel Toney, James Utt, Carlos Villa Gomez, Toni Villers, Jason
Voelp, Gabriella White, Lyndsay Williams and Reta Zody.

Extended time was granted to Patricia Thomas, 16 days, high-
school/middle school specialist.

2026-27 volunteers include Kalvin Gordon, varsity football; and
Colby Skrivan, volleyball.

Madison Early Childhood Learning Center resignations were ac-
cepted from Hannah Schrader, assistant teacher; Jennifer Drake,
building paraprofessional; and Aryanna Penick, assistant teacher.
Hirings included Beth Behrendsen, assistant teacher/on-call; and
Ashley Graves, assistant teacher.

Substitute employees hired on an “on call” basis, as needed, for
the 2026-’27 school year include Shelly Adams, administrative as-
sistant; Mariea Alfrey, cafeteria and custodial; Maura Boltz, cafete-
ria; Dawn Chinn, cafeteria; JR Chinn, custodial; Beth Conn, parapro-
fessional; Ashley Davidson Smith, cafeteria; Richelle Deever, cafete-
ria; Kirra Earley, cafeteria; Michelle Enix, paraprofessional; Cheryl
Fisher, administrative assistant; Carrell Gandy, administrative assis-
tant; Dana Hallock, bus driver; Pam Jackenheimer, administrative
assistant and paraprofessional; Karla Lyons, cafeteria and bus para-
professional; Ron Markley, bus driver; Stacy Moore, administrative
assistant and paraprofessional; Bobby Mounts, bus driver; Eric Mul-

vane, custodial; Brenda Nadler, cafeteria and bus paraprofessional;
Steven Nadler, cafeteria and bus paraprofessional; Bobby Neal, cus-
todial; Todd Newberry, bus driver; David Nikolaus, custodial; Darla
Noblet, bus driver; Chelsey Norris, cafeteria and custodial; Amanda
Pifher, paraprofessional; Dorothy Pugh, administrative assistant; Ter-
ry Rennpage, bus driver; Diana Roub, custodial; Tayler Salser, caf-
eteria; Kelly Swank, cafeteria and custodial; Paige Wade, cafeteria;
Shanna Wake, cafeteria; Melvin Zellner, bus paraprofessional

A continuing contract was awarded to Olivia Shrader.

The board approved the Teach Arts Ohio Grant in the amount of
$14,000 from the Ohio Arts Council to supplement the high school
art courses and staff. Fred del Guidice was approved as the visiting
artist.

A list of designated bus stops for the 2026-"27 school year were
approved as was the proposed wage structure and benefit changes
for the Madison Early Childhood Learning Center.

The board adopted the Special Education Model Policies and Pro-
cedures that were released by the Ohio Department of Education and
Workforce in December 2024, and directs all staff in the district to
use and comply.

Changes and revisions were made to the administrative benefits
list and the confidential classified employee/confidential classified
administrator benefit list and the District Strategic Plan to include
goal Areas and goal statements.

The board of education approved the continuation of the District
strategic plan mission, vision and beliefs and values.

Students return to the schools starting this week with grades 5-10
beginning their school year on Thursday, Aug. 20; grades 11-12 re-
turning Friday, Aug. 21; grades 1-4 returning on Monday, Aug. 24;
and kindergarten students arriving Wednesday, Aug. 26.

The next regular meeting will be held at 6 pm on Sept. 14, in the
Madison Middle School Auditeria.

Your local agent
for home & auto

Call me for a quote today

& StateFarm-

Brian R Gates Ins Agcy Inc
Brian Gates, Agent

2021 Park Avenue West, Suite 100
Ontario, OH 44906-2259

Bus: 419-529-3888
brian@gatesagency.com
www.gatesagency.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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New inductees join Madison High School Athletic Hall of Fame

The Madison High School
Athletic Hall of Fame induction
ceremony was held Aug. 8.

This year’s inductees were
Kathy Collins, girls basketball,
presented by Milly Collins;
Dick Flick, football, wrestling
and track and field, present-
ed by Cindy McCorkle; Taylor

Huff, girls’ soccer, presented
by Amy Huff; Jammi McClead,
cross-country, girls soccer, girls-
basketball, track and field and
softball, presented by Jaclyn
(Schag) Menendez; Joe Pearce,
football and track and field, pre-
sented by Connie Pearce; Robert
Peterson presented by Morgan

Martin and Brent LaLonde; and
the 1970 Madison Rams Football
Team presented by Dave Miller
and Jeff Schag.

Kathy Collins, Class of 1984,
was named Team MVP in 1983
and 1984 for the Lady Rams Bas-
ketball Team.

In her career, she scored

Dick Flick

Taylor Huff

945 points and secured 685 re-
bounds. She graduated as Madi-
son’s all-time leading scorer and
was selected to play in the Mc-
Donald’s All-Ohio All-Star Game.

After graduating from Madi-
son, she attended The Universi-
ty of Akron on a full basketball
scholarship. During her time at
Akron, she was selected as team
captain for three years and earned
Academic All-American honors.

Following her playing career,
she served for one year as a grad-
uate assistant coach and three
years as a full-time assistant
coach at The University of Akron.

Dick Flick, Class of 1960, was
a three-year varsity athlete in
football. He was the team MVP
in 1959.

He is the first Madison ath-
lete to ever be named to an
All-American Team. He went on
to play football (quarterback)
collegiately at Bowling Green
State University.

He was a senior co-captain on
the first wrestling team in Mad-
ison school history. During his
one and only season, his record
was 12-2.

He was a three-year varsi-
ty athlete in track and field and
during his time in high school,
he set school records in the 200
meter dash and the 400 me-
ter dash. His 4x400 meter relay
team also set a school record.

Taylor Huff, Class of 2021, was
a member of the 2020 Division
Il State Championship Madison
Lady Rams’ Soccer Team.

She was a four-time member
of the “All-American” Team and
a four-time Division II 1st Team
All-Ohio selection.

In 2020, she was named the
National Player of the Year, Ohio
“Ms. Soccer,” Division II Player
of the Year, and Northwest Dis-
trict Player of the Year.

Taylor was a four-time Ohio
Cardinal Conference Player of
the Year. She set an OHSAA re-
cord with 93 Career Assists.

Her 133 career goals scored al-
so set an OHSAA record.

At the University of Tennes-
see, Huff was named the 2021
Southeastern Conference Fresh-
man of the Year, while also earn-
ing second team AII-SEC Hon-
ors. She was named first team
All-SEC in 2022.

At Florida State University,
she was a member of the 2023
Division I National Champion-
ship Team.

In 2024, Huff was named
a United Soccer Coaches First

(Continued on Page 31)
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Visit a featured location below, then email your order and visit date
to tribune.courier.traci@gmail.com for a chance to win a $20 coffee gift card!

S, N
Goldberry

Roasting Company
1262 Franklin Ave, Ashland
goldberryroasting.com

Pump and Grind
586 Park Avenue East,
OH-430, Mansfield

Brew'd Coffee
& Donuts

7 Main St, Hayesville

Revive Coffee Bar
1201 Mill Rd, Bellville
revivecoffeebar.com

Honey B Express

Coffee Trailer
567-303-5248

Bloom Nutrition

& Drink Bar

126 East Main Street,
W 2nd St Rear, Ashland

How Ya Brewin'?

Mobile Coffee Trailer
Bellville | 419-210-3737

Bubble Bean
And Sweets

44 East Main St., Shelby

Marando S Cafe =
marandoscafe.com
@marandoscafe
330-347-7058

Pronto Plzza

and Coffee

914 Ashland Rd, Mansfield
419 589-7777

— - _.,

4th Street
Coffee House

1996 W 4th St, Ontario

Fresh Grounds
Coffee House

1621 W 4th St, Ontario

The Pickwick Place
Cafe and Market
1875 North Sandusky

4 Avenue, Buc¥rus

he CaFe at

Arbor Creek

Gardens and Floral
73052 Mabee Rd, Ontario 3

The Green Bean House .
230 Main St, Bellville [

419-719-6026
@thegreenbeanhouse
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176th Richland County Fair

1669 Lexington Ave, Mansfield h .l . 750 Cross Pointe Rd, Gahanna
419-526-4700 amiltonins.net 614-475-4786

Insuwrance Nwup Ine.



1 2 Thursday, August 20, 2026 Tribune-c Ouriel‘

176th Richland County Fair
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: i EXPERIENCE LEADERSHIP RESULTS!

Paid for by Citizens to Retain Cliff Mears.
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176th Richland County Fair

S PAT KRACKER
BREAST
“ CANCER

helpmepat.or | @) Pat Kracker Breast Cancer Fund
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176th Richland County Fair
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Drop Pant Sizes

Enjoy All-Day Energy

BODY & HEALTH

FUNCTIONAL MEDICINE

v VOPTIMAL
A

[.ess Chronic Stress
R 4, - B _ .

Personalized care designed to uncover the root cause and help you reclaim your health,

W | (%) A% d Tk R

FUNCTIONAL MEDICAL HORMONE TESTOSTEROMNE PEPTIDE MEN'S &
MEDICINE | WEIGHT LOSS OPTIMIZATION THERAPY THERAPY WOMEN'S HEALTH

O MANSFIELD = MOUNT VERNON ‘ \, 740-263-7178 () optimalBodyandHealth.com
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176th Richland County Fair
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RN AND BRED STEER SHOW
cscrve Z

2, Buescone | REDEFINING
= Reoyeina | RECYCLING

Full-service ferrous and non-ferrous scrap metal recycling
with industry leading copper analysis technology.

&% il 09,
'« [} ainiil ..‘
-
FULL-SERVICE ADVANCED FAIR & COMMUNITY
RECYCLING TECHNOLOGY TRANSPARENT FOCUSED

Ferrous & non-ferrous
materials accepted.

@

Industry leading copper
analysis for accurate results.

Honest pricing,

Dependable service. and surrounding areas.

2384 Springmill Rd.

Mansfield, OH 44903 {‘-) (419) 747-6522

Proudly serving Richland County

(6 HOURS:
G ) Men - Fri: 7AM - 5PM | Sat: 8AM - 12PM
e

REUSE.
RECYCLE.
RENEW.
TOGETHER,
WE MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.

( 'H'\J ow us on Facebe
.‘f_/ A R
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SCAN % @& www.madisonadultcc.org

To Enroll or For More Info: \|E & ©® 419.589.6363
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ROMANCHUK

FOR STATE SENATE

)
Its a pleasum to serve gou!
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176th Richland County Fair

W Creati
CONSERVATION “
SOLUT'ONS for Over 75 year's

Dedicated to protecting
our natural resources for

today and tomorrow. ' Ly oo
e

RIEED 1B
SOIL &W%ER

&
1495 W. Longview Ave, Suite 205B AT
Mansfield, OH 44906 e 413-747-8656
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176th Richland County Fair

CLOGG COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
SEWERJBACKUPS? @) ST

) SPECIALIZED
FIX IT FDR BUDD PIPE TECHNOLOGIES
SERVICES{WECOFFER
i SEWER INSPECTIONS  CHILLER LINE LINING

DRAIN CLEANING POOL LINE LINING
PIPE REPAIR HVAC DUCTWORK LINING

PLUMBING LICENSE #1891 IR VR 419-834-8366 WWW.SPTOHID.COM STORH AND SEWER
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Richland EMPLOYMENT

OPPORTUNITIES
newhope
www. rnewhope.org

Ohio’s Home For Jesus Music

Pol0ds
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176th Richland County Fair

Ellen Frazier | /\

Family Practice Physician fTHIRD STREET Il

— ami

Highlighted Services HEALTH SERV!CESy
» Preventative and Family
Medicine Call today!

« Patient Centered Care Now Accepting Patients At : (419)522-6191
Third Street Family Health Services - Mansfield schedule an appointment !
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NOW ACCEPTING EDCHOICE VOUCHERS!

EXCELLENCE IN CHRIST
* AFFORDABILITY FOR ALL |
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176th Richland County Fair

# CINNAMON CRUNCH
S CARAMELCHEDDAR'M

.

m e Tk Yoo+ —
~ ——FOR SUPPORTING —

% YOUR SUPPORT HELPS OUR COMMUNITIES THRIVE! *
7 4ot * WE *
SERVE

RICHLAND COUNTY - "
VETERANS | ©@ 419-774-5822 _ SERVE
WHO

N\ SERVICE COMMISSION RichlandCountyVets.Org o

HONORING SERVING SUPPORTING * k&
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. n u 96 N Main Street & ~ %k
Mansfield, Ohio 44902

studio/gallery 419-522-2965
www.eoastudiogallery.com  pours: Mon - Fri 8:30am - 3:30pm
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176th Richland County Fair

MANSFIELD

Oham0)
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL v 'i'{ :I"..

For 60+ Years, We've Served Families @ S
Like Yours in Mansfield.

((4:9) 756-5651 @ mesflames.org
|

Learn More!
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CHEVELLE HOWARD took home three first prize ribbons from the

Richland County Fair for barrels, stakes and keyholes with her

horse Holiday. Pictured are Whitney Barrett, 15, from Lexington,
and Chevelle Howard, 17, from Crestview.

: B FREE Pregnancy Testing 25;’5?,,,”;;;;,1
| m { 8 - FREE Limited Ultrasound 5 AL
‘“‘/W g, Confidential Support

e A S0 " NoJudgement Options

RICHLANDPREGNANCY.COM | 1560 West Fourth St, Mansfield | 419-522-8862

M&W 10-4 | Tu& Th12-6 | 1ST & 3RD Friday 10 - 4 | 2ND & 4TH Saturday 10 - 1
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ﬁ‘;' SuttonBank

.suttonbank com
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"BP ELECTRIC

419- 884 2261 INDUSTRIAL l RESIDENTIAI. I COMMERICAL
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MANSFIELD SENIOR VS MANSFIELD CHRISTIAN GIRLS SOCCER - AUG. 14
PHOTOS BY JEFF HOFFER
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iribune-Courier Sports Highlights

eNew inductees join Madison High School Athletic Hall of Fame

(Continued from Page8 )
Team All-American, ACC Championship
MVP, and a Hermann Trophy Semifinalist.

She also earned 1st Team All-ACC honors,
was named to the ACC All-Tournament Team
and received 1st Team All-Atlantic recognition.

She played professional soccer at Bay FC.
In her rookie season, she started all 26 match-
es and led all rookies in minutes played. She
was one of only two rookies in the league
to start every game. She recorded four goals
and one assist, scored her first professional
goal in August, and was named Rookie of the
Month for October and November.

Jammi McClead, Class of 1996, was a
three-year varsity letter winner, for cross
country, a Captain Star recipient and a two-
time All-Conference selection.

As a freshman, she was a regional qualifi-
er and set the school record for freshman fe-
male runners, which was the 3rd fastest time
in school history for a female.

She was a member of the 1992 OHC
Championship Cross Country Team.

McClead was a three-year varsity letter
winner and two-year team captain for soccer.

She was a three-time All-Conference selec-
tion and three-time Area All-Star Team se-
lection. She won the Team Outstanding De-
fensive Player Award three times and, as a
senior, was named Team MVP and won the
Coaches’ Award.

Her teams won two OHC Championships,
two Sectional Championships and a District
Championship and McClead was named the
Mid-Ohio North/South All-Star Game MVP.

For basketball she was a three-year varsity
letter winner and her teams won two OHC
Championships, two Sectional Champion-
ships and a District Championship.

She was an All-Conference selection and
set the school single game assist record.

In track and field she was a three-year var-
sity letter winner, two-time All-Conference
selection and a two-time district qualifier.

She set school records in the 300m hur-
dles, the 800m run and she was also a
member of the record setting 4x800m and
4x400m relay teams.

As a senior in softball she competed and
lettered for the Lady Ram Softball Team.

She earned 2nd Team All-Conference, 1st

BSHSPOATS

senior Grantham Trumpower and sophomore Colten Montgomery

Ontario swimmers recognized with awards

A number of Ontario swimmers received
awards for this past year’s accomplishments.

All-Ohio patches were awarded to Joie
Simmering, Tessa Crum, Sasha Bulakovski,
Ava Zehe, Mierielle Trumpower, Grantham
Trumpower, Carson Smith, Jackson Swiatek,
Jack Rietschlin, Colten Montgomery, Connor
Robinson and Owen Walter.

The boys 200 free relay of Trumpower,
Walter, Montgomery and Rietschlin received
their state patch as well as rings for their re-
cord setting first place finish.

Last month NISCA announced their
All-American swimmers. These are the top
100 swimmers in the entire United States.
Winning that distinction was Mierielle (100

butterfly), Grantham (50 free) and the 200
free relay. They will be receiving a certifi-
cate, a patch and a plaque.

The girls team finished seventh at state
while the boys were state runner-ups.

This was the highest finish in the school’s
history.

Proclamations from seven political VIPs
were displayed.

Also acknowledged that night were Sasha
Bulakovski and Grantham Trumpower, cho-
sen as the Mansfield News Journal Scholar
Athletes for 2026.

Another scholar award of silver level
(3.573) went to the boy’s team while the
girl’s team earned the gold level (3.845).

Team All-District and 1st Team News Journal
All-Star recognition. She was also a member
of the Sectional Championship team.

Joe Pearce, Class of 1963, set a football
school record for 16 career interceptions.

During his senior year he averaged 10.1
yards per carry and set the school record for
the longest touchdown run from scrimmage,
scampering 98 yards. He was selected to play
in the North-South All-Star Classic.

Pearce was a unanimous All-Conference
selection on both offense and defense in
1961 and 1962. He was named Team MVP
following both his junior and senior seasons.

He went on to play collegiately for Bowl-
ing Green State University. During his senior
season at BG, he led the Mid-American Con-
ference with six interceptions.

He returned to Madison as an assistant
football coach for six seasons and was on the
staff in 1970, helping guide the Rams to the
first undefeated season in school history.

In 1962, Joe set the Cardinal Conference
record for the 100m dash (10.1), 200m dash,
and Long Jump (21°1) in track and field. He
was named MVP of the Madison Track and
Field Team following both his junior and se-
nior seasons. He was also named the Madi-
son Male Athlete of the Year in 1963.

Rob Peterson, Class of 1986, was a mem-
ber of the 1986 Ohio Cardinal Conference
Championship baseball team.

Following his senior season he was named
All-Ohio, the Cardinal Conference Player of
the Year and the Team MVP.

He played at the College of Wooster,
where he was a three-year letter winner and
was an all-conference selection as a sopho-
more and junior, a 1st Team All-Mideast Re-
gion selection as a junior, and played in the
Division III College World Series as a junior.

Following his junior year he was selected
by the Pittsburgh Pirates in the 1989 Major
League Baseball Amateur Draft. He played
for two years in the Pittsburgh Pirates’ mi-
nor league system.

He was Madison’s head varsity baseball
coach from 1992-°98, concluding his coach-
ing career with an overall record of 110-52.

He coached the Rams to five Ohio Heart-
land Conference championships and a Dis-
trict Runner-up finish in 1998.

He was a member of the 1985 Ohio Cardi-
nal Conference Championship basketball team
and the 1986 Sectional Championship team.

Following his senior season he was named
Team MVP, 1st Team All-Cardinal Confer-
ence, 1st Team AAA Northwest District 6 and
All-Ohio Special Mention.

Peterson has spent his entire professional
career in education serving Madison Local
Schools. He has served Madison as a teach-
er, attendance officer, high school assistant
principal, high school principal and super-
intendent.

The 1970 Football team made history with
Madison’s first undefeated season.



2ea
pooees
059599
%% %
20%0%%

25

)

- AUG. 12
EX X X )

T
bs0s0ded !

s5eteser i ol
379%%% -

@)
=
——
on
m
=
o0
o
ac
7 p)
)
-
@]
=¥
0 p

1€Y

C)

Tribune-Courier
PHOTOS BY JEFF HOFFER

Cour

ONTARIO VS CLEAR FORK GIRLS TENNIS

bribune-

3 2 Thursday, August 20, 2026




Tribune-Courier

Thursday, August 20, 2026 33

CLASSIFIEDS

Huge Family Yard Sale
600 Portland Way S., Galion
Saturday, Aug. 22
9 amto 6 pm

VINTAGE TOYS: Lionel Train
Set (not working), vintage dolls in
excellent condition, doll carriage,
working Wind-up bears and
dogs from occupied Japan; VIN-
TAGE FURNITURE & LAMPS:
half moon table, small decorative
ironing board, children’s toy high
chair, Tiffany reproduction lamp,
working console w/ records In-
cluded; VINTAGE DRESSES
& HATS: dresses in like-new
condition, hats in excellent con-
dition w/original boxes (some
from Anne’s Hat Shop, Galion);
Christmas ftree, lights and out-
door and indoor decorations;
RECORD ALBUMS & 45s: main-
ly 60s & 70s albums $15/ 45s
$2.50; LIGHTLY USED TO NEW
CLOTHING: shoes, women’s,
men’s sports coats & shirts; and
small medium and large Hostas.

Ad(ditional parking available
on side streets
Cash and Zelle accepted

LEGAL NOTICE

The following is a succinct summary of
the legislation adopted by the Council
of the City of Ontario, at their regular
meeting held on August 5, 2026.

The complete text of this Ordinance
may be viewed and copies obtained
at the Office of the Clerk of Council,
Ontario Municipal Building, 555 Stum-
bo Road, Ontario, Ohio, during regular
business hours.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-12 — A RES-
OLUTION  AUTHORIZING THE
SERVICE- SAFETY DIRECTOR TO
APPLY FOR, ACCEPT, AND EN-
TER INTO A WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL LOAN FUND (WPCLF)
AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE
CITY OF ONTARIO FOR PLANNING,
DESIGN, AND/OR CONSTRUCTION
OF WASTEWATER FACILITIES;
AND DESIGNATING A DEDICATED
R(I;PAYMENT SOURCE FOR THE
LOAN.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-13 — A RES-
OLUTION  AUTHORIZING  THE
SERVICE- SAFETY DIRECTOR TO
ADVERTISE FOR COMPETITIVE
BIDS AND AWARD A CONTRACT
FOR THE CITY OF ONTARIO ROCK
ROAD LIFT STATION PHASE 1
FORCE MAIN REPLACEMENT AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-14 — A RES-
OLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RE-
QUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
FOR THE SAFETY IMPROVEMENT
STUDY FOR THE LEXINGTON
SPRINGMILL ROAD AND WALKER

LAKE ROAD INTERSECTION AND
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-15 — A RES-

OLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SER-

VICE- SAFETY DIRECTOR TO AD-

VERTISE FOR COMPETITIVE BIDS

AND AWARD A CONTRACT FOR

THE 2026 CITY OF ONTARIO PAV-

ING PROGRAM, AND DECLARING
AN EMERGENCY.

Cathy VanAuker

Clerk of Council

Ontario, Ohio

(T-C 8-13, 20 ‘26) 52L

LEGAL NOTICE

Separate sealed bids for the Rock
Road Lift Station Force Main Replace-
ment — Phase 1 in the City of Ontario,
Ohio will be received by Michael Mor-
ton, Service-Safety Director, at 555
Stumbo Road, Ontario, Ohio 44906
until 10:00 AM, local time Thursday
September 10, 2026, and then, at
said office, publicly opened and read
aloud.

The Instructions to Bidders, Form of
Bid, Form of Contract, Plans, Specifi-
cations, and other contract documents
may be examined at KE McCartney &
Associates, 52 North Diamond Street,
Mansfield, Ohio 44902 between the
hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM.

In order to be a plan holder of record
and eligible to submit a bid, bidders
will be required to purchase and
download an electronic set of plans
and bid documents via the KEM Web
Site by visiting https://kemccartney.
com/project-bids/. All documents be-
come the property of the prospective
bidder, with no portion of the payment
being refunded.

The project includes the installation
of approximately 5,800 LF of 12-inch
force main from Rock Road to the
State Route 309/Park Avenue split at
which point the new force main will be
tied back into the existing force main.
The estimated cost of construction is
$1,062,325.

Each bid must be accompanied by
either an Ohio Revised Code Section
153.571 Bid and Contract Bond in an
amount equal to 100% of the bid; or,
a cashier’s check, certified check, or
an irrevocable letter of credit in the
amount of 10% of the bid as described
in the Instructions to Bidders

This is a prevailing wage project.

No Bidder may withdraw its bid within

sixty (60) days after the bid opening.

The Owner reserves the right to waive

irregularities in bids, to reject any or

all bids, and to conduct such inves-

tigation as necessary to determine

the lowest responsive bidder for each
contract.

Michael Morton

Service-Safety Director

Ontario, Ohio

(T-C 8-20, 27 26) 56L

Scan to Subscribe
to the FREE Weekly Issue

Or Fill Out the Form At:
http://eepurl.com/hnSIN9

Ohio Woodland Stewards Program
will host hands-on workshop on
growing culinary mushrooms

Ohio Woodland Stewards Program | Ohio State University Exten-
sion invites community members to its next Lunch & Learn pro-
gram, “Growing Culinary Mushrooms on Logs,” on Tuesday, Aug.
25. This interactive workshop will introduce participants to the re-
warding process of cultivating gourmet mushrooms outdoors using
hardwood logs.

During the hands-on session, attendees will learn the fundamen-
tals of growing culinary mushrooms, including how to select ap-
propriate logs, inoculate them with mushroom spawn, and care for
them throughout the growing process. Each participant will drill,
inoculate, and take home their own shiitake mushroom log to begin
growing mushrooms at home.

The workshop is designed for gardeners, nature enthusiasts and
anyone interested in producing fresh, homegrown food in a sustain-
able and enjoyable way. No prior experience is necessary.

Registration and additional program details are available at wood-
landstewards.osu.edu.

Participants are also encouraged to mark their calendars for the
final 2026 Lunch & Learn program, Non-native Worms, taking place
on October 21. The session will explore the impacts of invasive earth-
worms on Ohio’s forests and ecosystems and discuss ways landown-
ers can help protect native woodlands.

“Growing Culinary Mushrooms on Logs” will be held Tuesday,
Aug. 25, from 12-3 pm, at The Ohio State University, Mansfield
Campus | Ovalwood Hall in room 206.

Classes are $15/person and includes lunch and take-home materi-
als). The registration deadline is Aug. 20. Register at https://wood-
landstewards.osu.edu/events/lunch-and-learn-growing-culinary-
mushrooms-logs
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